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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-06-01

BLIGHT ORDINANCE

ADOPTED: 06-08-2026

EFFECTIVE 30 DAYS AFTER PUBLICATION

AN ORDINANCE TO PREVENT, REDUCE OR ELIMINATE BLIGHT, BLIGHTING FACTORS,
OR CAUSES OF BLIGHT WITHIN ADAMS TOWNSHIP, HOUGHTON COUNTY, MICHIGAN;
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ENFORCEMENT HEREOF, PURSUANT TO MCL 41.181(1).

THE TOWNSHIP OF ADAMS, HOUGHTON COUNTY, ORDAINS:
Section 1: PURPOSE

The Township Board deems it necessary for the health, safety and general welfare of its
citizens to prevent, reduce or eliminate blight or potential blight in the Township by the
prevention or elimination of certain environmental causes of blight or blighting factors which

exist or may in the future exist in said Township.
Section 2: CAUSES OF BLIGHT OR BLIGHT FACTORS

It is hereby determined that the following uses, activities or materials, are causes of blight or
blighting factors which, if allowed to exist, will tend to result in blighted or undesirable
neighborhoods. On and after the effective date of this Ordinance, no person, firm, or
corporation of any kind shall maintain or permit to be maintain any of these causes of blight or
blighting factors upon any property in Adams Township owned, leased rented or occupied by

such person, firm or corporation.

GENERAL EXCEPTION: The following uses, activities or materials may exist if contained
within a building, or secured and concealed behind a fence of sufficient height when viewed
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from any public right-of-way. A dense and impenetrable hedgerow, planting of evergreen

trees, or mass of low growing natural vegetation may serve as a suitable fence.

A: JUNK- In any area of the Township, the storage or accumulation of junk, trash, rubbish or
refuse of any kind without a landfill permit, except domestic refuse stored in such a manner as
not to create a nuisance for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days. The term "junk" shall
include parts of machinery or motor vehicles, unused stoves or other appliances stored in the
open, metals or any other material or other cast-off material of any kind, whether or not the

same could be put to any reasonable use.

B: MOTOR VEHICLES -In any area of the Township, the storage of junk motor vehicles,
unless the owner or occupant of the property is licensed by the State of Michigan as a
Salvage Operator, Recycler, or Auto Dealer or Repair Facility. For the purpose of this
Ordinance, the term "junk motor vehicles" shall include any motor vehicle intended for use
upon highways of the State of Michigan, snowmobile, off road vehicle (ORV), motorized
equipment, boat or motorcycle that is unlicensed by the State of Michigan and, is inoperable,
has been wholly or partially disassembled, or has not been operated for a period of 180 days.

MOTOR VEHICLE EXCEPTIONS:

1.Machinery, equipment, and motor vehicles owned by and used for construction, forestry, or
farming operations by licensed contractors or working farms.

2. For each property of record, not more than one unlicensed service vehicle (e.g. Plow truck,
wood hauler, jeep, etc.) may be kept solely on the property as long as said vehicle is in
operable condition and used for its intended purpose from time to time.

3. For each property of record, not more than one: antique, classic, or special interest vehicle,
as defined by the Motor Vehicle Code of the State of Michigan, a vehicle modified specifically
for organized racing, or a vehicle modified solely for off-road use as defined by the Michigan
DNRE may be kept for purposes of repair, restoration, or modification to an operable state for
a period not to exceed 360 days.

C: BUILDING MATERIALS: In any area of the Township, the storage of building materials
upon any property, unless there is in force a valid building permit issued by the County for
construction upon said property and said materials are intended for use in connection with
such construction. Building materials shall include but shall not be limited to lumber, bricks,

concrete or cinder blocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring or equipment, HVAC



components, roofing products, fasteners, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, screws, or any

other materials used in constructing any structure.
BUILDING MATERIALS EXCEPTIONS:

1. Working farms.

2. Licensed contractors.

BOTH ARE ENCOURAGED TO KEEP THE AREA NEAT.

Section 3: ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES

A: This Ordinance shall be enforced by such persons who shall be so designated by the

Township Board.

B: The owner, if possible, and the occupant of any property upon which any of the causes of
blight or blighting factors set forth in Section 2 hereof is found to exist shall be notified in
writing to remove or eliminate such cause of blight or blighting factors from such property
within thirty (30) days after service of this notice upon him. Such notice may be served

personally or by certified mail, return receipt requested.

Additional time may be granted by the Township representative when bona-fide efforts to

remove or eliminate such causes of blight or blighting factors are in progress.

C: Failure by the owner and/or occupant to comply with such notice within the time allowed

shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance.
D: A violation of this Ordinance shall be deemed to constitute a public nuisance.

E: The Township or any owner of real estate in the Township may institute injunction,
mandamus, abatement, or any other appropriate action or proceedings to prevent, enjoin,
abate, or remove any unlawful violation or nuisance. The rights and remedies provided herein
are cumulative in addition to all other remedies provided by law.

Section 4: VIOLATIONS

A: PENALTY Any person, firm or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be deemed responsible for a municipal civil infraction and shall be subject to
a civil penalty. First infraction is One Hundred Dollars ($100.00); subsequent infractions shall



impose an additional One Hundred Dollar ($100.00) fine respectively, up to a maximum of
Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). Every day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a
separate infraction. Such penalty provision shall not preclude any other civil action against a

violator for injunctive or other relief.

B: Fines shall be $200.00 for first repeat violation and $500.00 for each subsequent violation.
Section 5: REPEAL: This Ordinance repeals Adams Township Ordinance #2011-06.

Section 6: EFFECTIVE DATE AND ADOPTION

A: This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days after its publication as required by

law.

B: This Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Adams, Houghton
County, Michigan, at the regularly scheduled monthly meeting held on June 8, 2026.

hatd Moty

Gerald Heikkinen, Supervisor

UY\ el )

Debra Pindral, Clerk




